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Professional Experience

September 
2024 – present

Professor of Climate Law
The University of Reading, School of Law

 Acting Research Division Lead (Law), April–July 2025
 Deputy Lead (Funds), Research Division (Law), 2024–28
 Associate Director, Centre for Climate and Justice, 2024–…
 Member, Global Law at Reading, 2024–…
 Associate, The PEARL (People and Place: Evidence-based Adaptation 

for Resilient Livelihoods)
July 2016 –

August 2024
Professor (2024), Associate Professor (2021–24), Assistant Professor (2016–21)
The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Faculty of Law

 Deputy Director of the LLM programmes, in charge of the LLM in 
Energy and Environmental Law, 2023–24

 Sabbatical leave, 2022–23
 Founding coordinator of the Research Cluster in environmental, energy 

and climate law, 2021–22
 Elected member of the Faculty Board, 2020–21
 Fellow, Institute of Environment, Energy and Sustainability, the Chinese 

University of Hong Kong, 2017–24
 Member of the Wu Yee Sun College, 2016–24

Apr. 2015 – 
July 2016

Associate Professor (tenured)
Wuhan University, School of Law (China)
Institute of International Law / Research Institute in Environmental Law.

Feb. – Jul. 
2009

Remunerated internship
European Court of Justice, D.-G. Translation

Aug. 2006 – 
Jan. 2009

Private tutor, Complétude

Education

2011-2015 PhD in Law
National University of Singapore

Topic: International Law and the Concept of Climate Migration

Co-supervised by Profs. Alan Tan, François Crépeau (McGill) and M. Sornarajah, 
with the ‘additional readership’ of Prof. Simon Chesterman.

Defence committee composed of Profs. Christina Voigt (University of Oslo), Koh 
Khen Lian, Jaclyn Neo, and Nicole Roughan.

2009-2010 LL.M. (Master in Laws)
McGill University (Canada)

mailto:bnt.mayer@gmail.com
http://www.benoitmayer.com/
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2004-2009 M.A. Political Sciences, specialization in ‘Public Affairs’
Sciences Po Lyon (France)

2008-09: dual degree at University Lyon 2 Lumière: Master of law, specialization 
in ‘Human Rights.’

2006-07: exchange programme at the Faculty of Cultural Sciences of the Viadrina 
University, in Frankfurt-an-der-Oder (Germany).

2005-2009 Maitrise in Laws, specialization in ‘Public Laws’ (four-year, qualifying law 
degree)
University Paris 1 Panthéon Sorbonne (France)

Other Academic Training

2018–2024 Training on the technical analysis and review of national reports, as a member of 
the Roster of Experts under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change

 Completion of the internal training for the technical review of biennial 
transparency reports (2024)

 Completion of the internal training for the technical review of national 
communications and biennial reports by Annex I Parties (2019)

 Completion of the internal training for the technical analysis of biennial 
update reports by non-Annex I Parties (2018)

Nov. 2018 Professional Development Course
Centre for Learning Enhancement and Research
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

July 2015 Xiamen Academy of International Law
July 2013 Summer Program in Public International Law

The Hague Academy of International Law
Oct. 2012 Tenth Winter Course on Forced Migration

Mahanirban Calcutta Research Group on Forced Migration
Feb. 2010 – 

Nov. 2011
Research assistance for Prof. F. Mégret, McGill University; Prof. F. Crépeau, 
McGill University and UN Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights of Migrants; 
Prof. H. Dedek, McGill University; and Emeritus Prof. Koh Kheng Lian, National 
University of Singapore.

Mar. 2010 ‘Learning to Teach’ Professional Development Workshop
McGill University (Canada)

Sept. 2008 Summer Course Program on the European System of Human Rights Protection
Viadrina University, Frankfurt-an-der-Oder (Germany)

Aug. 2008 Summer School in European Union Law
University Lyon 3 Jean Moulin (France)

Languages

 French: native

 English: fluent

 Mandarin: intermediate

 German: intermediate

Membership to Professional Bodies

Since 2025 Member (by invitation), Global Academic Advisory Board, School of 
International Law, Southwest University of Political Science and Law, Chongqing

Since 2024 Member (by application), Society of Legal Scholars (United Kingdom)
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Since 2024 Member (by appointment), Global Academic Advisory Board, School of 
International Law, Southwest University of Political Science and Law (China)

Since 2022 Member (by application), Société Française de Droit International
Since 2020 Member, American Society of International Law
Since 2020 Member, European Society of International Law
Since 2017 Member (by appointment), Group of Experts for the Global Pact for the 

Environment 
Since 2017 Member (by appointment), IUCN World Commission on Environmental Law
Since 2016 Member, Asian Society of International Law
Since 2016 Research Fellow (by appointment), Research Institute in Environmental Law, 

Wuhan University
Since 2015 Research Associate (by appointment), Hans & Tamar Oppenheimer Chair in 

Public International Law, McGill University Faculty of Law
Since 2015 Associate Member (by appointment), Asia-Pacific Centre for Environmental Law, 

National University of Singapore Faculty of Law.
Since 2011 Research fellow (by appointment), Earth System Governance Project.
Since 2010 Senior research fellow (by appointment), climate change program, Centre for 

International Sustainable Development Law (CISDL).
Program coordinator, environmental migration program from 2011 to 2013.

Academic Visits

1. Coleman Fellowship, Tulane University School of Law, New Orleans (April 2024)

2. Visiting scholar, Macau University (Nov. – Dec. 2019).

3. Visiting scholar, Osgoode Hall Law School, York University, Toronto (May – June 2018).

4. Visiting fellow, Hong Kong University, Centre for Comparative and Public Law (Jan. – Feb. 
2016).

5. Visiting doctoral fellow, Tel Aviv University (Oct. 2014 – Jan. 2015).

6. Visiting researcher, local office of the International Organisation for Migration in Ulaanbaatar 
(Feb. – Mar. 2013).

Public and Professional Service

2025–29 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC): Lead author, Working 
Group III, chapter 6 on ‘Policies and governance and international cooperation’ 
(nominated by the United Kingdom)

 First Lead Author Meeting, Paris (1–5 December 2025)

 Second Lead Author Meeting, Riyadh (10–14 May 2026)
2025–26 Expert witness before the Federal Court of Canada in Cecilia La Rose et al. v 

Attorney-General of Canada (FC No. T-1750-19), instructed by the Attorney-
General of Canada for the Defendant
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Since 2018 Member of the Roster of Experts (nominated by France)
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change

 Lead Reviewer in the Technical Expert Review Team conducting the in-
country technical review of the first biennial transparency report of Sri Lanka, 
conducted in Colombo (23-27 February 2026).

 Member of the Technical Expert Review Team conducting the in-country 
technical review of the first biennial transparency report of Mauritius, 
conducted in Port Louis (19 to 23 May 2025)

 Co-lead of the Team of Technical Experts conducting the technical analysis 
of biennial update reports submitted by the Democratic Republic of Congo 
and Tunisia, conducted in Bonn, Germany (19 to 23 June 2023)

 Co-lead of the Team of Technical Experts conducting the technical analysis 
of biennial update reports submitted by Burundi and Vanuatu, conducted in 
Bonn, Germany (30 January to 3 February 2023)

 Member of the Team of Technical Experts conducting the technical analysis 
of biennial update reports submitted by Burkina Faso, Gabon, and Togo, 
conducted remotely in Bonn, Germany (4 to 8 April 2022)

2013–23 Judge of the Philip C. Jessup’s international law moot court competition

 Indonesia’s National Rounds in 2013, 2015, 2018, 2019, 2022, and 2023

 China’s National Rounds in 2016, 2017, and 2019

 International Rounds in 2016
2017 Judge at the Red Cross International Humanitarian Law Moot Court Competition

China’s National Rounds
2011 Legal Adviser

International Bureau for Children’s Rights (Canada)
2005–09 Legal Adviser on migrants’ rights at NGO ‘La Cimade’ (France)

Editorial Functions

 Transnational Environmental Law (Cambridge University Press): Member of the Advisory Board, 
May 2024 to present. 

 Chinese Journal of Environmental Law (Brill): 

o Executive Editor-in-Chief, from January 2024 onwards

o Member of the editorial board, January 2020 to December 2023

o Founding managing editor, January 2016 to December 2019

 Asian Journal of International Law (Cambridge University Press): Member of the Editorial Board, 
June 2020 to present.

 Review of European, Comparative and International Environmental Law (Wiley): Member of the 
Editorial Board, April 2019 to present.

 Carbon and Climate Law Review (Lexxion): Associate Editor, August 2017 to present.

 Climate Law (Brill): Member of the Editorial Board, October 2019 to October 2023; February 
2025 to January 2028.

Peer-Reviewing

Occasional peer-review for: (selection)
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 International  law  journals: Asian  Journal  of  International  Law;  European  Journal  of 
International Law;  German Yearbook of International Law; Indian Journal of International 
Law; Leiden Journal of International Law; Melbourne Journal of International Law.

 Environmental  law  journals:  Journal  of  Environmental  Law;  International  Environmental 
Agreements: Policies, Law and Economics; Review of European, Comparative & international 
Environmental Law; Transnational Environmental Law.

 Interdisciplinary journals: Climate Policy; Earth System Governance; Geographical Journal; 
Global Environmental Change; Global Policy; International Journal of Human Rights; Lancet 
Planetary Health; Nature Climate Change; Population and Environment.

 Book publishers: Brill, Cambridge University Press, Edward Elgar, Oxford University Press, 
Routledge, Springer. 

 Funding agencies:  Economic and Social Research Council – member of the Peer Review 
College (UK); Fond de la Recherche Scientific (Belgium); Forschungsförderungsgesellschaft 
(Austria); Formas (a Swedish Research Council for Sustainable Development); Danish Agency 
for Science and Higher Education.

190  verified  journal  peer-reviews  on  Web  of  Science  as  of  December  2025 
(http://www.webofscience.com/wos/author/record/939216). 

Research Funds, Awards, and Consultancies

Research Funds (External)

1. Society of Legal Scholars,  Small  Projects and Events Fund, Award No. SPEF/Nov2025/006, 
‘International  Advisory Opinions on Climate Change:  A Book Workshop’,  £3,250 (February 
2026).

2. Co-investigator,  ‘Methodological  Developments  in  Comparative  Climate  Law’,  Cambridge 
Humanities Research Grants, grant of £19,892.43, 18 months (2025 – 2026).

3. Principal  Investigator,  Research  Grants  Council  (Hong  Kong),  General  Research  Fund  No. 
14600223, grant of HKD 953,500 for a research project on ‘Assessing the contribution of pro-climate 
judicial decision to the mitigation of climate change’, 30 months (2024 – 2026).

4. Principal  Investigator,  Research  Grants  Council  (Hong  Kong),  General  Research  Fund  No. 
14602021, grant of HKD 338,872 for a research project on ‘Environmental Impact Assessment as 
a Tool for Climate Change Mitigation: Global Comparative Perspectives’ (2022 – 2023).

5. Principal Investigator, Ad hoc funding from the McGill Oppenheimer Chair of Public International 
Law, McGill University Faculty of Law, for a fieldwork project on environmental changes as 
factors of migration in Mongolia, CAD 2,000 (Feb. – Mar. 2013).

6. Co-investigator,  Grant  from  the  French  Ministry  of  Ecology  and  Sustainable  Development, 
Programme EXCLIM (on human migration in the context  of  climate change),  EUR 243,628 
(2009–2013).

Research Funds (Internal)

1. University of Reading Centenary Grant Scheme, ‘International Advisory Opinions on Climate 
Change: A Book Workshop’, £5,000 (January 2025–December 2026).

2. University of Reading Policy Fund, In-country review of the first biennial transparency report of 
Mauritius, £1,850 (May 2025)

3. Cambridge Humanities Research Grants Scheme 2024/25 Round 1, ‘Building Blocks of Climate 
Law: A Comparative Legal Analysis of National Action on Climate Change’, £19,892.43 (March 
2025–February 2026), as Co-I (with Harro van Asselt, Professor of Climate Law, Cambridge 
University Department of Land Economy, as PI).

http://www.webofscience.com/wos/author/record/939216
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4. CUHK, Direct Grant for Research, ‘Assessing National Ambition under the Paris Agreement,’ 
HKD 50,000 (April 2023–March 2024).

5. CUHK Research Fellowship 2022-23 for Research Assistant Mateusz Slowik, HKD 253,915 (2023 
– 2024).

6. CUHK, Direct Grant for Research, ‘Climate Change and Customary International Law,’ HKD 
40,000 (1 August 2018 – 31 July 2019).

7. CUHK, Direct Grant for Research, ‘The contribution of State-owned enterprises to climate change 
mitigation in China,’ HKD 60,000 (1 August 2017 – 31 January 2019).

8. NUS, Research Scholarship,  covering fees and a monthly award (SGD 2,000–2,500) for  the 
duration of doctoral studies (2011–2015).

Awards Involving Research Funding

1. Mr. and Mrs. Joseph W.N. Cheung Prize for Research Excellence 2021–22 for the monograph 
International Law Obligations on Climate Change Mitigation (research grant of HKD 100,000).

2. Research Excellence Award 2021-22, The Chinese University of Hong Kong (research grant of  
HKD 100,000).

3. Research Excellence Award 2017-18, The Chinese University of Hong Kong (research grant of  
HKD 100,000).

Other Awards

1. International and Comparative Law Quarterly (ICLQ) Young Scholar Prize 2019, for the article 
‘Climate Assessment as an Emerging Obligation Under Customary International law’ (2019) 68(2) 
International and Comparative Law Quarterly 271-308.

2. Outstanding  Graduate  Student  Paper  Award,  FASS  Migration  Research  Cluster  Steering 
Committee, National University of Singapore (February 2014).

3. CISDL-IDLO Award of Excellence in Legal Scholarship on Sustainable Development, (December 
2010).

Consultancy

1. Consultancy on environmentally influenced migration in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(July 2012 – July 2013), with François Gemenne, Erick Kassongo Kalonji, Véronique Lassailly-
Jacob and Malika Peyraut, in partnership with the University of Goma, for the ACP Observatory 
on Migration and the EU Commission.

Teaching experience

At the University of Reading
English Legal System Part 1, compulsory 2024-25 semester 1
International Human Rights Part 3, elective 2024-25 semester 1
Introduction to International Law LLM, compulsory 2024-25 semester 1

2024-25 semester 2
International Organisations and Global  
Governance

LLM, elective 2024-25 semester 1

EU Law Part 2, compulsory 2024-25 semester 2
Foundations of International Law Part 2, elective 2024-25 semester 2
Comparative Law (initial convenor) Part 2, elective 2025-26 semester 2
Environmental and Climate Law (initial 
convenor)

Part 3 / LLM, elective 2025-26 semester 2

At the Chinese University of Hong Kong
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Legal Analysis and Argumentation Mandatory, 
undergraduate

2016-17 term 1
2017-18 term 1

Introduction to PRC Law Mandatory, 
undergraduate

2018-19 term 2

The Environment and the Law Elective, 
undergraduate

2016-17 term 2
2017-18 term 2
2018-19 term 2
2019-20 term 2
2020-21 term 2

International and Comparative 
Environmental Law

Mandatory, graduate 2019-20 term 1
2020-21 term 1

International Environmental Law Mandatory, graduate 2021-22 term 1
2023-24 term 1

Principles of Environmental Law Mandatory, graduate 2016-17 term 2
2018-19 term 2
2019-20 term 2
2020-21 term 2
2021-22 term 2
2023-24 term 2

Clean Energy and Climate Law Elective, graduate 2018-19 term 2
2019-20 term 2
2020-21 term 2

Climate Law Elective, graduate 2021-22 term 2
Principles of International Law Elective, graduate 2017-18 term 2
Legal Research Methodology Mandatory, 

postgraduate
2018-19 term 2

Climate Change, Law and Politics 
(outside practice)

Summer Institute 
(immersion 
programme for 
secondary school 
students)

Summer 2017
Summer 2018
Summer 2019
Summer 2021
Summer 2022

Climate Change from an 
Interdisciplinary Perspective
(outside practice)

CUHK Global Leader 
Program

January 2022
August 2022

At Wuhan University
Introduction to French Law Mandatory, 

undergraduate
2015-16 term 1

International Climate Change Law and 
Policy

Elective, graduate 2015-16 term 2

Research Student Supervision

At the University of Reading
Shuqin Jiang Ensuring justice in global climate 

financing: A legal perspective on 
challenges and pathways of developing 
countries

Second supervisor 2025–…

Jianning Sheng Due diligence obligation on climate 
change mitigation under UNCLOS

Supervisor (visiting 
PhD student)

2025–2026

Tevfik Burak 
Ergun

Assessing the Effectiveness of Marine 
Spatial Planning in Achieving UN 
Sustainable Development Goal 14 
(Life Below Water)

Co-supervisor 2024–…
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Osman Kılıç The Role of National Oil Companies in 
the Energy Transition: Legal and 
Policy Perspectives

Main supervisor 2024–…

At the Chinese University of Hong Kong
Gao Xinrui National implementation of climate 

treaties
Main supervisor 2022–…

Shaimerden 
Chikanayev

Energy and Climate Law in Central 
Asia

Co-supervisor 2022–23

Grégoire 
Lunven

Green Bond Markets Main supervisor 2019–23 
(graduated)

Mou Qing 
(Grace)

Civil Associations and Compliance 
with Multilateral Environmental 
Agreements

Co-supervisor 2020–23 
(graduated)

Ding Zhuoqi Multilateral Approaches to Climate 
Change Mitigation in International 
Civil Aviation

Co-supervisor 2019–23 
(graduated)

Ebele Angela 
Onyeabo

International Adjudication Model as a 
Panacea for Nigeria’s Resource Cure: 
An Appraisal

Co-supervisor 2017–19 
(graduated)

Gong Xiaohan The Role of Law in Guaranteeing 
China’s External Energy Security

Co-supervisor 2017–21 
(graduated)

Zhang Qing 
(Richard)

Environmental Public Interest 
Litigation Filed by NGOs under the 
Environmental Protection Law of the 
PRC

Co-supervisor 2015–20 
(graduated)

Fang Meng 
(Mandy)

The Green Economy under the WTO 
Regime: Policy Space for Renewable 
Energy Support Mechanisms

Co-supervisor 2016–18 
(graduated)

At other Universities
Cambridge 
University

Gonzalo 
Vial-
Fourcade

And Then Contracts Met 
Climate: Frustration and 
Physical Risks Derived from 
Climate Change

External 
examiner

October 
2025

Sciences Po Paris Felicia 
Wartiainen

‘You are significantly closer 
to being a climate refugee 
than a billionaire’: An 
analysis of the discursive 
representations of human 
mobility in the context of 
environmental change on 
social media

External 
examiner

May 2023

Catholic 
University of 
Central Africa 
(Cameroon)

Stanislas 
Miatela

The Protection of Climate 
Migrants in International Law

Co-supervisor Sept. 2018 
– Jan. 2021

University Paris 
13 Sorbonne Paris 
Nord

Marine 
Denis

Legal and Humanitarian 
Functions of the UNHCR and 
the IOM in the Protection of 
Environmentally Displaced 
Persons

Member of the 
doctoral 
committee

Since Sept. 
2017

University of Bern Vera Truong 
Dinh

The Politics of Climate 
Change and Migration: 
Fields, States and Actors

External 
examiner

Mar. 2019
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Publications

Monographs

1. Benoit Mayer, The International Law on Climate Change, 2nd edition (Cambridge University Press, 
under contract)

2. Benoit Mayer, Impact Assessment as a Tool for Climate Change Mitigation (Oxford University 
Press, 2024), 304 pages, https://doi.org/10.1093/oso/9780198939184.001.0001.

3. Benoit Mayer, International Law Obligations on Climate Change Mitigation (Oxford University 
Press,  2022),  Oxford  Monographs  in  International  Law  series,  416  pages, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/oso/9780192843661.001.0001.

Cited in the Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on the Obligations of States in 
Respect of Climate Change (23 July 2025), in the Separate opinion of Judge Charlesworth and the 
Joint declaration of Judges Charlesworth, Brant, Cleveland and Aurescu.

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph W.N. Cheung Prize for Research Excellence 2021–22.

Reviews:
 Eva Linde, review published in (2024) 19(2) McGill Journal of Sustainable Development Law 

(forthcoming), 25 pp: ‘While the book is therefore particularly useful as a guide for readers new 
to the subject, it goes well beyond an introductory overview, providing in-depth discussions of
—and interesting, often controversial, viewpoints on—specific aspects of climate change law’.

 Ji  Hua,  review published in (2023) 22(1)  Chinese Journal  of  International  Law 193-196, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/chinesejil/jmad008:  ‘Mayer’s  monograph  responds  to  the  ongoing 
quest for application of positive climate law by helping clarify many long-standing doctrines’.

 Alexander Zahar, ‘The Nature of Climate Law’ (2023) 35(2) Journal of Environmental Law 
295-306, https://doi.org/10.1093/jel/eqad015 (article review).

 Abhishek  Trivedi,  review  published  in  Asian  Journal  of  International  Law, 
https://doi.org/10.1017/S2044251323000607 (forthcoming), ‘The book fills the doctrinal gap 
by proposing an alternative concept of “corollary duty” when concepts like substantive and 
procedural  obligations  are  insufficient  to  assess  states’  compliance  with  their  “general” 
mitigation obligations of prevention and cooperation.’

4. Benoit  Mayer,  The International Law on Climate Change (Cambridge University Press, 2018), 
332 pages; companion website: http://www.internationalclimatelaw.com.

Translated in Korean as: 기후변화와  국제법 [Gihu byeonhwa wa gukjebeop] (Deokyeong Bak, 
Gyeongu Gim, Hyangsuk Jo and Yeonguk Gim transl., Bagyeongsa / Parkyoung publishing 2021).

Reviews:
 Alexander Zahar, ‘The Contested Core of Climate Law’ (2018) 8(3-4) Climate Law 244-260, 

https://doi.org/10.1163/18786561-00803009: ‘Mayer makes a case for climate law being a fully 
fledged discipline.’

 Michael Addaney, review published in (2019) 22(1)  Asia-Pacific Journal of Environmental  
Law 171-175, https://doi.org/10.4337/apjel.2019.01.09: ‘Benoit Mayer provides what could be 
the first comprehensive textbook of the emerging field of international climate change law as a 
discipline.’

 Kati Kulovesi, review published in (2018) 61  German Yearbook of International Law 579-
582: ‘Mayer’s textbook does a very good job of covering a complex topic comprehensively.’

5. Benoit Mayer, The Concept of Climate Migration: Advocacy and its Prospects (Cheltenham, UK: 
Edward  Elgar,  2016),  Elgar  Studies  in  Climate  Law  series,  366  pages, 
https://www.e-elgar.com/shop/gbp/the-concept-of-climate-migration-9781786431721.html.

Back-cover endorsements:
 James  C.  Hathaway:  ‘In  this  important  book,  Benoît  Mayer  forces  us  to  confront  the 

implications of labelling in the climate migration context, and skillfully leverages this debate 

https://www.e-elgar.com/shop/gbp/the-concept-of-climate-migration-9781786431721.html
https://doi.org/10.4337/apjel.2019.01.09
https://doi.org/10.1163/18786561-00803009
http://www.internationalclimatelaw.com/
https://doi.org/10.1017/S2044251323000607
https://doi.org/10.1093/jel/eqad015
https://doi.org/10.1093/chinesejil/jmad008
https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/187/187-20250723-adv-01-09-en.pdf
https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/187/187-20250723-adv-01-08-en.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1093/oso/9780192843661.001.0001
https://doi.org/10.1093/oso/9780198939184.001.0001
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to shine a light on broader questions of the evolving role of global governance. His forthright  
analysis is both refreshing and appropriately challenging.’

 François Gemenne: ‘Mayer offers a much-needed broader look at the different dimensions of 
this concept, their legal implications and political caveats.’

 Christina Voigt: ‘With great skill and thoroughness, Mayer discloses the ambivalence that lies 
in this concept [of climate migration].’

 John H. Knox: ‘Professor Mayer clearly and persuasively argues that . . . the effects of climate 
change on migration cannot and should not be addressed in isolation from broader concerns 
over  migrant  welfare  and  environmental  protection.  His  insightful,  interdisciplinary  book 
requires us to rethink our assumptions about the relationship of climate change and migration, 
and provides a strong platform for future scholarship and policy.’

 Harro van Asselt: ‘Mayer’s careful and critical deconstruction of the concept offers a fresh 
scholarly perspective on how the challenges of migration and climate change are intertwined.’

Reviews:
 Saleh  Ahmed,  (2019)  19(4)  Global  Environmental  Politics  139-141, 

https://doi.org/10.1162/glep_r_00531: ‘a timely intellectual contribution to the discussion of 
climate migration. [The book] provides a rich synthetic analysis from multiple disciplines, 
ranging from international law and international relations to some elements of argument studies 
and psychology.’

 Sushmita Choudhury and Amy Maguire, (2017) 11(4) Carbon and Climate Law Review 343-
344,  https://doi.org/10.21552/cclr/2017/4/12:  ‘Mayer’s  book  is  ambitious  and  makes  an 
extremely valuable contribution to the literature.’

 Yvonne  Su,  review  published  in  (2017)  30(4)  Journal  of  Refugee  Studies  624-626, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/jrs/fex029: ‘[Benoit Mayer’s] book breathes life and purpose back into 
the concept of climate migration.’

6. Christel Cournil & Benoit Mayer,  Les Migrations Environnementales: Enjeux et Gouvernance 
(Paris: Presses de Sciences Po, Bibliothèque du Citoyen, 2014), 168 pages.

Reviews:
 Carine Fouteau, ‘Le dérèglement climatique pousse toujours plus de migrants sur les routes,’ 

Mediapart, 20  April  2014,  http://www.mediapart.fr/journal/international/200414/le-
dereglement-climatique-pousse-toujours-plus-de-migrants-sur-les-routes,  republished  in 
Altermonde-sans- frontières,  25  April  2014, 
http://www.altermonde-sans-frontiere.com/spip.php?article25733 .

 Marie  Duru-Bellat,  Liens  Sociaux:  Lectures,  6  May 2014,  http://lectures.revues.org/14523 
(‘Très informatif’).

 Christian Mellon, Projet, October 2014 (‘Un livre très utile sur une question importante.’).
 Julien Gourin, (2014) 4 Revue Juridique de l’Environnement 797-798.

Shortlisted for the ‘Prix du livre d’écologie polititique’ (prize of the book of political ecology) 
2014.

Edited Volumes

1. Benoit Mayer and Massimo Lando, eds, The Advisory Opinions on Climate Change (Cambridge 
University Press, under contract).

2. Calum Nicholson and Benoit  Mayer,  eds,  Climate Migration: Critical  Perspectives for Law,  
Policy, and Research (Hart Bloomsbury, 2023).

Contributors:  Calum T.M. Nicholson,  Ilan  Kelman,  Gunvon Jonssón,  Gregory  White,  David 
Durand-Delacre, Sarah Louise Nash, Andrew Baldwin, Carol Farbotko, Giovanna Lauria, and 
Benoit Mayer.

Foreword by Betsy Hartmann.

Reviews:

http://lectures.revues.org/14523
http://www.altermonde-sans-frontiere.com/spip.php?article25733
http://www.mediapart.fr/journal/international/200414/le-dereglement-climatique-pousse-toujours-plus-de-migrants-sur-les-routes
http://www.mediapart.fr/journal/international/200414/le-dereglement-climatique-pousse-toujours-plus-de-migrants-sur-les-routes
https://doi.org/10.1093/jrs/fex029
https://doi.org/10.21552/cclr/2017/4/12
https://doi.org/10.1162/glep_r_00531
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 Atmaja Gohain Baruah, ‘Review Essay on Climate Migration - Critical Perspectives for Law, 
Policy and Research and The Great Displacement - Climate Change and the Next American 
Migration’ (2025) 34(2)  Environmental Politics  390–394: ‘Nicholson and Mayer’s book is 
meticulously structured into three main sections that progress from establishing a theoretical 
foundation of climate migration to discussing its policy implications.’

 Nadia Bamoshmoosh, ‘Book Review: Unraveling Climate Change and Human Mobility’, The 
International Spectator (13 May 2024) https://www.theinternationalspectator.com/post/book-
review-unraveling-climate-change-and-human-mobility: ‘the book offers a series of cautions 
and caveats for anyone interested in the topic. In this sense, the volume contributes to raising 
awareness on climate change and human migration.’

 Ira  Feldman,  ‘Calum  Nicholson  and  Benoit  Mayer  (eds).  Climate  migration:  critical 
perspectives for law, policy, and research’ (2024) 14 Journal of Environmental Studies and 
Science 624–628: ‘the book is a persuasive and timely exposure to the lack of a scientifically 
demonstrated causal link between climate and migration, despite the work of law and policy 
experts that suggests otherwise. Tautology, arbitrary definition, and ambiguity of terminology 
have given license to equivocate, resulting in a semantic and empirical sleight-of-hand that has 
been effective.’

3. Benoit Mayer and Alexander Zahar, eds.,  Debating Climate Law (Cambridge University Press, 
2021), 452 pages.

Contributors: I. Boas, K.A. Brent, W. Burns, C. Campbell-Duruflé, C.P. Carlarne, G. Davies, J.  
Dehm, G. de Lassus St-Geniès, M. Doelle, G. Dwyer, A. Huggins, T. Leclerc, S. Maljean-Dubois, 
S. Mason-Case, B. Mayer, D. McLaren, C.T.M. Nicholson, N. Pain, M. Rajavuori, J.L. Reynolds, 
B.J. Richardson, P.H. Sand, D. Shapovalova, O. Sharon, F. Thornton, A. Venn, O. Woolley, Y. 
Yaminova, A. Zahar.

Reviews:
 Ayman  Cherkaoui  (2023)  17(1)  Carbon  and  Climate  Law  Review 58, 

https://doi.org/10.21552/cclr/2023/1/8: ‘the book is successful, and that success has plenty to 
do with how the book is constructed. … make for an entertaining and informative read, with 
well-researched arguments as well as constructive and, sometimes, witty dialogue between the 
authors.’

4. Benoit Mayer and François Crépeau, eds., Research Handbook on Climate Change, Migration and 
the Law (Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar, October 2017), 512 pages.

Contributors: G. Appave, F. Biermann, I. Boas, M. Burkett, M. Byrne, C.Cournil, F. Crepeau, F. 
De Salles Cavedon-Capdeville, C. Farbotko, E. Ferris, F. Gemenne, K. Hansen, C. Hong, D. 
Ionesco, A.O. Jegede, S. Jodoin, S. Kagan, M. Leighton, S.F. Martin, B. Mayer, S. Mcinerney-
Lankford, R. Mcleman, I. Millar, D. Mokhnacheva, C.T.M. Nicholson, E. Pires Ramos, A. Randall, 
A. Sironi, M. Traore Chazalnoël, C.A. Vlassopoulos, K. Wilson, K.M. Wyman.

Afterword by James Hathaway

Back-cover endorsements:
 John H. Knox: ‘The breadth and depth this book brings to the legal issues surrounding climate-

related displacement and migration are simply unmatched.’
 Walter Kälin: ‘Mayer and Crépeau succeed in bringing together a wealth of different and 

sometimes  contradicting  perspectives.  The  Research  Handbook  is  a  comprehensive  and 
thought-provoking collection of high-quality contributions.’

Reviews:
 Aylin  Yildiz  (2019)  31(4)  International  Journal  of  Refugee  Law 610-612, 

https://doi.org/10.1093/ijrl/eez045: ‘Undoubtedly, this is an engaging volume [which] offers a 
thought-provoking examination of some of the recent international initiatives, including those 
mentioned at the beginning of the review. … It provides a thorough conceptual and descriptive 
analysis of the existing legal instruments and mechanisms, which allows readers to familiarize 
themselves with the different international, regional, and domestic frameworks.’

https://doi.org/10.1093/ijrl/eez045
https://doi.org/10.21552/cclr/2023/1/8
https://www.theinternationalspectator.com/post/book-review-unraveling-climate-change-and-human-mobility
https://www.theinternationalspectator.com/post/book-review-unraveling-climate-change-and-human-mobility
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 Melina  Duarte  (2019)  10(2)  Journal  of  Human  Rights  and  the  Environment  243-248, 
https://doi.org/10.4337/jhre.2019.02.06: ‘in many ways, an outstanding book. In a collection of 
20 chapters, authored by experts from different fields and geographical backgrounds, the book 
compiles the most recent perspectives on the debate surrounding the development of legal 
protection to climate-induced migrants.’

 Lyonette Louis-Jacques (2018) 46(2)  International  Journal of  Legal Information  124-127, 
https://doi.org/10.1017/jli.2018.29: ‘read cover to cover, the reader can see the connectedness 
of the chapters, the different approaches to tackling similar issues, and the challenges for policy- 
and lawmakers.’

5. Prabhakar  Singh  and  Benoit  Mayer,  eds.,  Critical  International  Law:  Post-realism,  Post-
colonialism and Transnationalism (New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2014), 378 pages.

Preface by Simon Chesterman.

Contributors: Hengameh Saberi, John Morss, Rossana Deplano, Antony Anghie, José-Manuel 
Barreto,  Mark  Toufayan,  Frédéric  Mégret,  Owen McIntyre,  Rene  Urueña,  Sebastien  Jodoin, 
Katherine Lofts, Prabhakar Singh and Benoit Mayer.

Back-cover endorsements:
 Alexander Somek: ‘This volume offers a variety of critical analyses exposing this tension from 

different perspectives. The level of analysis sustained throughout the work is superb. Anyone 
interested in the critical study of public international law will have to use this book.’

 David Kennedy: ‘In this fascinating volume, a new generation of global scholars reassess three 
well-established traditions for revitalizing the law that rules the world: policy science, post-
colonialism and transnationalism.’

 Martti Koskenniemi: ‘This collection reaffirms the great advances critical international law 
scholarship has made over its rivals in the past years. It also demonstrates the surprising breadth 
and variety of critique. … This is jurisprudence as it should be: wide-ranging, sophisticated,  
up-to-date and committed not to serve the ideological goals of the institutions it dissects.’

 Ratna  Kapur:  ‘this  volume  pushes  the  envelope  in  the  field  of  critical  legal  thinking  in 
international law. By bringing together a stellar gathering of third world and critical scholars in 
the  field,  the  volume  makes  a  vital  contribution  to  the  teaching  and  understanding  of 
international law.’

Reviews:
 Ratna  Kapur  (2016)  6(2)  Asian  Journal  of  International  Law 381-82, 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S2044251316000096: ‘the collection makes an important contribution 
to the relevance of critical international law, especially within an Asian context.’

 Sai  Ramani  Garimella  (2015)  55(3)  Indian  Journal  of  International  Law 455-458, 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40901-016-0023-6:  ‘Critical  International  Law  makes  noteworthy 
reading  for  a  few significant  reasons.  Foremost  on  the  list  is  the  novelty  of  the 
thematic presentation.’

 Ashwita  Ambast,  (2015)  11(1)  Socio-legal  review 133-143, 
https://www.sociolegalreview.com/_files/ugd/d56aa6_bf68a9557a9647e88115fae35dda22cc.
pdf?index=true: ‘the novelty and richness of perspectives presented in the compilation make 
Critical International Law a compelling read.’

Guest-Edited Special Issues

 Special issue on comparative climate law, forthcoming in Climate Law (with Harro van Asselt and 
Joana Setzer)

 Special issue on climate change mitigation through environmental impact assessment, forthcoming 
in Climate Law (with Mateusz Slowik)

 Special issue on International Climate Litigation, 32(2)  Review of European, Comparative and  
International Environmental Law 173-370 (with Harro van Asselt).

https://www.sociolegalreview.com/_files/ugd/d56aa6_bf68a9557a9647e88115fae35dda22cc.pdf?index=true
https://www.sociolegalreview.com/_files/ugd/d56aa6_bf68a9557a9647e88115fae35dda22cc.pdf?index=true
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40901-016-0023-6
https://doi.org/10.1017/S2044251316000096
https://doi.org/10.1017/jli.2018.29
https://doi.org/10.4337/jhre.2019.02.06
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With contributions by Yoshifumi Tanaka, Diego Mejía-Lemos, Rozemarijn J. Roland Holst, Kári 
Ragnarsson, Oliver Hailes, Leslie-Anne Duvic-Paoli, Mario Gervasi, Henok Asmelash, Chiara Tea 
Antoniazzi, Daniel Bodansky, Natalie M. Jones, Shalini Iyengar, Steve Lorteau, Aref Shams, Ji  
Ma, Harro van Asselt, and Benoit Mayer.

 Symposium  on  Tort  Law  and  Climate  Change,  (2022)  12(3)  Climate  Law 185–241  (with 
Alexander Zahar).

With contributions by Tina Popa, Anne Kallies, Vanessa Johnston, Gabriella Belfrage-Maher, and 
Alexander Zahar. 

 Special issue on the legal aspects of the 1.5°C target, (2018) 12(1)  Carbon and Climate Law 
Review 6–61 (with Michael Mehling).

With contributions by Benoit Mayer, Takako Morita, Christina Pak, Maria Socorro Manguiat, 
Andy Raine, Natalie Jones, Reuben Makomere, Kennedy Liti Mbeva, Feja Lesniewska, Linda 
Siegele, Michael Mehling, and Endre Tvinnereim

 Special issue on Climate Law as a New Discipline, (2018) 8(3–4) Climate Law 135–319 (with 
Jutta Brunnée and Alexander Zahar).

With contributions by Ronald B. Mitchell, Benoit Mayer, Michael Faure, Jing Liu, David M. 
Driesen, Laura Mai, Anna Huggins, Natalie L. Dobson, Cinnamon P. Carlarne, Mohamed S. Helal, 
Alexander Zahar, and Benjamin J. Richardson

Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles

1. Benoit Mayer, ‘Advisory Proceedings on Climate Change: Pushing International Justice to the 
Edge’ (2025) 68 German Yearbook of International Law (forthcoming).

2. Benoit  Mayer,  ‘The  Right  of  the  Maldives  to  Climate  Reparations’  (2026)  3(2)  Legal  
Transformation in Muslim Societies 86–98.

3. Benoit Mayer, ‘Victims in Climate Litigation’ (2025) 74(4)  International & Comparative Law 
Quarterly 811, https://doi.org/10.1017/S0020589325101358.

Translated in French as Benoit Mayer, ‘Les victimes dans le contentieux climatique’ [2026] 
Richterzeitung  Justice  –  Justiz  –  Giustizia, 
https://richterzeitung.weblaw.ch/rzissues/2026/2/les-victimes-dans-le_1062379b45.html

4. Benoit Mayer, ‘Climate Effects in Environmental Impact Assessment’ (2025) 14(2) Transnational  
Environmental Law 342-364, https://doi.org/10.1017/S2047102524000402.
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Review  of  European,  Comparative  and  International  Environmental  Law 175-184 
https://doi.org/10.1111/reel.12515.
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10. Benoit Mayer and Zhuoqi Ding, ‘Climate Change Mitigation in the Aviation Sector: A Critical 
Overview of National and International Initiatives’  (2023) 12(1)  Transnational Environmental  
Law 14-41, http://doi.org/10.1017/S204710252200019X.
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35(4) Leiden Journal of International Law 801-824, http://doi.org/10.1017/S092215652200036X.
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(2021) 115(3) American Journal of International Law 409–451, http://doi.org/10.1017/ajil.2021.9.
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http://hongkongfp.com/2019/12/26/world-fights-warming-hong-kongs-long-term-climate-change-strategy/
http://hongkongfp.com/2019/12/26/world-fights-warming-hong-kongs-long-term-climate-change-strategy/
https://unfccc.int/documents/627858
http://unfccc.int/documents/603327
https://unfccc.int/documents/631650
https://unfccc.int/documents/631623
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